THE LOSS OF H.M.S. PRINCE OF WALES AND

REPULSE

A STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
DECEMBER 10, 1941

December 9. President Roosevelt announced that the United States
bad suffered a serious setback in Hawaii. He ordered
all Germans and Italians in America to be classed as
enemy aliens,

Russians announced recapture of Tikfwin,   south-
east of Leningrad.

December 10. Japanese planes sank H.M.S. Prince of Wales and
H.M.S. Repulse off Malaya, and their troops occupied
Kota Bharu airport. Landings were also made in the
Philippines.

[December 10, 1941.

I HAVE bad news for the House which I think I should pass on
to them at the earliest moment. A report has been received
from Singapore that H.M.S. Prince of Wales and H.M.S, Repulse
have been sunk while carrying out operations against the Japanese
in their attack on Malaya. No details are yet available except-
those contained in the Japanese official communique, which claims
that both ships were sunk by air attack.

I may add that at the next sitting of the House I shall take
occasion to make a short statement on the general war situation,
which has from many points of view, both favourable and adverse,
undergone important changes in the last few days.
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